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Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research
Application Information Pack

The Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research is for a New Zealand researcher or educator to pursue research in the US for two to five months, on a project designed to have an impact on New Zealand student outcomes.

The award is available to applicants involved in one or more of the research, practice and policy contexts of early childhood education and primary/secondary schooling. Recipients will use the award to:

a) establish key relationships with credible education researchers or research organisations in the US, and 

b) collect, collate, analyse and use data available in the US for a research project, and
c) publish and disseminate the research findings broadly for New Zealand educators and education researchers.
The award is available to established or emerging researchers. 

Entitlement
The award includes:

· International travel of US$3,000 for the grantee and US$2,000 for one dependent; 

· Stipend of US$3,000 per month for the scholar and up to one dependent, for 3-5 months*; 

· A family allowance of US$500 per month for two or more dependents; 

· A basic emergency health benefit covering a maximum of US$50,000 per sickness or injury; 

· The opportunity to participate in various programmes and activities available to Fulbright scholars in the US, and to apply for supplementary awards where applicable;

* These entitlements are set on the basis that scholars will receive financial assistance in the form of paid leave and/or research grants during their award. Higher stipend entitlements will be provided to scholars not receiving financial assistance in the form of paid leave and/or research grants during their award. Exact entitlements will depend on individual circumstances. The maximum possible stipend is US$6,000 per month. The scholar is also entitled to the family allowance (if applicable) and travel entitlements as stated above.

Please note, the family allowance and dependent travel allowance are not available if your partner is receiving an income during the award. Dependents must be accompanying you for at least 80% of the duration of your Fulbright award to be eligible for any dependent allowances.
Applicants must plan to be in the US for a minimum of two months. Your award must be taken in the 12 months commencing on 1 July of the year following application for the award.
On returning from the US you will be expected to have completed, or substantially completed, a body of research whose results or outcomes are then published and disseminated through the Cognition Education Trust in the New Zealand education sector and other relevant arenas.

Eligibility requirements

To be eligible for a Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research, applicants must:

· show professional distinction, leadership skills and strong ambassadorial qualities;
· have a bachelor’s degree or higher, or the equivalent professional training or experience required to conduct the proposed research;
· have a specific research project on which they propose to work on during the award, on a topic associated with early childhood education or primary/secondary schooling development and/or improving student outcomes in New Zealand and
· not have held another Fulbright award in the past two years, and otherwise comply with the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board’s policy on Previous Fulbright Grants; and
· be a New Zealand citizen (permanent resident status is not sufficient) and neither hold US dual citizenship or be a US permanent resident.
Preference for Fulbright scholar awards is given to candidates who have not previously received a Fulbright scholar award, or had extensive recent experience in the US. (ie. have not studied, taught, researched or worked in the US for a period aggregating more than nine months/one academic year during the past five years)
Preference for this award will be given to candidates who show promise in making further contributions in New Zealand in accordance with the Cognition Education Trust’s vision and mission. Refer to www.cognitioneductiontrust.org for further details.

J-1 visas and restriction on re-entry to the US following your award
All Fulbright grantees enter the US on a J-1 exchange visitor visa. US immigration regulations governing J-1 visas require that upon completion of their grant period in the US, grantees return to their home country for a minimum of two years before being eligible for another J-1 visa or green card. The US government strictly enforces this two year home country residency requirement. However, there is no restriction against re-entering the US on a business or tourist visa during your home country residency period.
Application review process

The selection committee will review all applications received by the closing date. Short-listed applicants will be asked to attend a selection interview in Wellington in early-November. Fulbright New Zealand will meet the cost of domestic airfares from your normal place of residence to Wellington if you are located outside the Wellington region. Selected applicants will also be asked to provide a full medical statement.

Applications from New Zealanders overseas

Shortlisted applicants who are resident overseas will be invited to attend a selection interview in Wellington, at their own expense. Applicants who are unable to attend a selection interview in person may be interviewed by Skype, but may be at a disadvantage. 
If you are offered a Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research, you must complete your documentation to enter the US as a Fulbright scholar from within New Zealand.

Application instructions

You must complete both the Fulbright programme’s official online application for the Fulbright Visiting Scholar Programme and the Supplementary Application Form contained herein. Please carefully read all instructions for both forms carefully before commencing your application. 

Application forms are to be completed using a computer, or typewritten. 
Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. Applications without the three letters of reference (uploaded into the online application system) will be considered incomplete.

Completed applications should be returned to Fulbright New Zealand by 5.00pm on 1 October 2015. 

Your application and any further enquiries should be addressed to:

Shauna Mendez
Programme Manager
Fulbright New Zealand

Level 8, 120 Featherston Street 

PO Box 3465 

Wellington 6140

Phone:
+64 4 494 1500
Fax:
+64 4 499 5364

Email:
shauna@fulbright.org.nz
www.fulbright.org.nz
You should advise Fulbright New Zealand of any changes to your contact details while your application is under consideration.

[image: image3.jpg]l:ULBRIGH

AN

NEW ZEALAND



     [image: image4.jpg]cognition

education

trust



replace with current logo
Statement for Applicants:

Fulbright-Cognition Scholar Award in Education Research

In addition to completing an online application, please complete and sign this form and post or courier it to Fulbright New Zealand by the application deadline of 5pm, 1 October 2015. 

1.
Name:

	First Name:
	Middle Name:
	Last Name:

	     
	     
	     


2.
Contact details:

	Number/Street:
	     

	Suburb:
	     

	City: 
	     

	Postcode:
	     

	This address is valid until:
	     

	Phone number:
	     

	Email address:
	     


3.
Which ethnic group(s) do you belong to?


(Tick the box or boxes that apply to you. This question is asked for statistical purposes only)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pākehā/European


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Māori


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pacific


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other 


(Please elaborate where appropriate:      ) 

4.
Have you ever been arrested, or convicted by a court of law?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

If you answered ‘Yes’ to the above question, please attach to this application as much additional information as possible, including a description of the charge or conviction, the date, the factual circumstances and supporting court documentation.  You may be contacted for additional information.  If you are arrested or convicted by a court of law after the submission of this application, you must promptly inform Fulbright New Zealand in writing.  

Applicants must disclose all prior criminal convictions (excluding traffic violations), whether in New Zealand or elsewhere. Failure to disclose a criminal conviction, or providing inaccurate or misleading information, may result in the withdrawal of a Fulbright award. A criminal conviction may affect your eligibility to obtain a visa. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Fulbright New Zealand’s Programme and Advising Team Leader.
     
5.
List the three people who have supplied letters of reference for you:
	Name of referee 
	Telephone number(s)
	Institution/business and occupation

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


6.
Do you expect to receive salary, sabbatical pay, paid leave of absence or other sources of financial support (for example, a grant payment) during your Fulbright award?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If you have a spouse/partner who will be accompanying you to the US, will he/she be earning any income during your Fulbright award? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If you answered Yes to one or both of the above questions, please specify ALL source(s) and after tax amounts to be received in NZ dollars. Please enter the total amounts for the expected grant period, rather than monthly amounts.

	Source
	Amount (NZD)

	Salary: 
	

	Yourself
	     

	Your spouse/partner
	     

	Research/Study leave grants
	

	Yourself
	     

	Your spouse/partner
	     

	Other grants
	

	Yourself
	     

	Your spouse/partner
	     

	Personal Funds
	

	Yourself
	     

	Your spouse/partner
	     

	Total amount for the grant period:
	     


7.
How did you find out about Fulbright awards? (you can select more than one):


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University Research or Scholarship office (if so, at which university?      )


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University academic staff member (if so, at which university?      ) 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listing or article in a university publication (if so, which one?      )


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fulbright Outreach Seminar (if so, at which university?      )


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email from Fulbright New Zealand


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current or former Fulbrighter (if so, who?      )


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friend


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify      )

Statement by applicant:

I understand that the information given in my Fulbright application will be used solely for the purpose of assessing my application for a Fulbright-Cognition Scholar AwardIN Education Research. The information contained in this application will be made available to members of the Fulbright selection committees, Fulbright New Zealand staff and US Fulbright administrators.

By my signature, I certify that:

· the information given in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge

· I understand and meet the eligibility criteria for this award

· upon the completion of an authorised stay in the US under the Fulbright Programme, 
I agree to return to my home country for two years to fulfil my home residency requirement

Name of applicant:

     
Signature of applicant:
______________________________

Date:



     
