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MEDIA RELEASE 
Auckland artist turns trash into  
triumph at Wallace Art Awards 
 
An Auckland artist whose work seeks to 
illuminate links between consumerism 
and waste has been named as this year’s 
recipient of the Fulbright-Wallace Arts 
Trust Award, and will undertake a three 
month residency at Headlands Center for 
the Arts near San Francisco. Brydee Rood 
is an installation, performance and video 
artist who uses items associated with 
consumption and waste – including LED 
fairy lights and brightly coloured rubbish 
bags – to draw attention to the 
materialism of modern societies.   
 
A recent example of Brydee’s attention-grabbing work is Müll Ballon Wolke Kanal-Projekt, in 
which she floated a manned, cloud-like vessel of inflated rubbish bags down a Berlin canal to the 
applause of ferry loads of tourists. It was a video of this live “intervention” which caught the eye 
of the Fulbright-Wallace Arts Trust Award selection panel, who selected Brydee to carry out 
new creative work on a similar theme in the United States. 
 
“I am captivated by processes of consumption, in relation to waste and the end product of 
capitalism,” Brydee says of her work. “As an artist from New Zealand, half a hemisphere away, I 
am very curious to experience American cultures and patterns of waste. I’ll actively and 
intuitively discover local habitats (rubbish dumps, waterways, public spaces) and explore plastic 
pollution and ideas of value and waste in a changing world.”  
 
Brydee Rood graduated with a Master of Fine Arts degree in installation and sculptural practice 
from the University of Auckland’s Elam School of the Arts in 2007. She has previously been 
awarded residencies in Holland and Germany, and lived and worked in Mexico and Japan in 
addition to New Zealand. She has exhibited twice in the US before – in Miami and New York – 
but not spent significant time there. 
 
Brydee’s video work Müll Ballon Wolke Kanal-Projekt (2011) will be part of the exhibition of 
winners and selected finalists from this year’s 20th annual Wallace Art Awards, which is showing 
at the Pah Homestead TSB Bank Wallace Arts Centre in Auckland until 16 October, and then at 
The Dowse Art Museum in Lower Hutt from 29 October – 4 December. 
 

2011 Fulbright-Wallace Arts Trust Award winner  
Brydee Rood (photograph by André Wunstorf) 

 

 

http://www.fulbright.org.nz
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Fulbright New Zealand and the James Wallace Arts Trust partnered in 2009 to offer a joint 
annual award for an outstanding mid-career or senior New Zealand visual artist to work 
alongside American and other international artists-in-residence at Headlands Center for the Arts 
in the United States. Past recipients of the award were Richard Maloy and last year’s winner 
Mark Braunias, who is one of a dozen artists currently in residence at Headlands. 
 
ENDS 
 
Fulbright New Zealand was established in 1948 to promote mutual understanding through 
educational and cultural exchanges between New Zealand and the United States of America. The 
Fulbright programme offers a range of prestigious awards for New Zealand and American graduate 
students, academics, artists and professionals to study, research and teach in each other’s countries. 
Fulbright New Zealand offers over 70 exchange awards each year – half to students and half to scholars 
– and more than 1,400 New Zealanders and 1,100 Americans have benefited from a Fulbright award 
to date. The programme is mainly funded by the US and New Zealand governments with additional 
funding from award sponsors, private philanthropists and alumni donors.  
 
See www.fulbright.org.nz for details about Fulbright awards and how to apply, or download a Media 
Fact Sheet of further background information here: www.fulbright.org.nz/about/mediafactsheet.pdf 
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